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AGENDA
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· ALL TIMES EASTERN US

2:30 – 2:40 P.M.	WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS


2:40 – 4:00 P.M.	COERCION BASED HUMAN TRAFFICKING PROSECUTIONS
		Special Litigation Council Matthew Grady
		US Department of Justice
		Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit

This lecture will focus on the coercion element that is frequently the most difficult to prove beyond a reasonable doubt in trafficking prosecutions. The discussion will examine the prohibited means of coercion under common sex trafficking and forced labor statutes, respectively, and will review case law that guides the interpretation of these statutory prohibited means.  The presentation will focus in particular on developing a theory of coercion, analyzing evidence and victim interview strategies to prove the non-violent coercion element. The session will also provide an analytical framework for assessing whether the evidence is sufficient to establish a theory of coercion needed to prove a case at trial.

4:00 – 4:10 P.M.		BREAK

4:10 – 5:00 P.M.		TRAUMA-INFORMED VICTIM INTERVIEWING
National Program Manager Sean Tepfer
		US Department of Justice
		Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit

Victim testimony often plays a critical role in successful trafficking prosecutions, but many victims are initially reluctant to cooperate. This panel discussion examines the effects of trauma on a victim’s willingness and ability to cooperate in law enforcement investigations. The presentation discusses the neurobiological effects of trauma and their impact on perception, memory, cognitive function, and demeanor.  The panel discussion then turns to trauma-informed strategies for stabilizing victims and securing their cooperation, including utilizing victim assistance programs and protections, structuring successful interviews, working effectively with interpreters, and building rapport before seeking to elicit evidence.

5:00 – 5:30 P.M.		CORROBORATING EVIDENCE
National Program Manager Sean Tepfer
		US Department of Justice
		Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit

This session also incorporates both investigator and prosecutor perspectives to emphasize the importance of follow-up investigations to strengthen the impact of victim testimony and lead to the identification of additional victims.  The presenters will draw on case examples to highlight investigative strategies that have proven successful in developing documentary, physical, and testimonial evidence consistent with a victim’s account.  

5:30 P.M.		ADJOURN



